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FALL 2011 NEWSLETTER 
 

Fall always feels like a new beginning to me, an occasion for 

reflection and planning for the future.  It’s been a busy year 

despite the slow economy, for which I’m grateful.  One of the 

ways that historic preservation practice has changed is the 

presence of online resources and social networking, which 

facilitates research, supports advocacy, and increases our 

ability to share news and technical information.  It also 

facilitates collaboration, which is the focus of this newsletter.  

 

Dominican Heritage and Alumni House 

Nothing is as exciting as the successful completion of a 

rehabilitation project!  We began working with Dominican 

University and the City of San Rafael on the renovation of the 

1887 Edgehill Mansion in late 2007, reviewing design and 

construction documents to ensure that changes met the 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards.  Encompassing a rear 

addition, rehabilitation of the building, which had been vacant 

for over 20 years, and new landscaping, designed by RHAA of Mill Valley, to set it off, the building re-

opened in 2010 as the Dominican Heritage and Alumni House.  Congratulations to all involved!  

Before and after photos can be seen on the Painter Preservation & Planning Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.242790052427586.62586.241435872563004. 

 

Mid-Century Modern in Montana 

This project, which we began in late 2009, is now posted on 

the web and the Montana State Office of Historic Preservation 

is planning an exhibit at the Montana Historical Society to 

celebrate this heritage.  Painter Preservation & Planning 

undertook 50 intensive surveys of institutional, commercial, 

industrial and multi-family properties in eight Montana cities 

for this survey, as well as drafting a state-wide historic 

context.  See the fall issue of RPPN Bulletin for the story.  For

a look at the historic context and surveys, see:  

http://mhs.mt.gov/shpo/modernism.asp. 
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Rule Ranch at the Jenner Headlands 

Painter Preservation & Planning often collaborates with other 

preservation professionals to ensure the best service to our 

clients.  The development of this historic resource report and 

landscape preservation plan for the Sonoma Land Trust was 

accomplished in collaboration with Janet Gracyk, landscape 

architect, cultural resource professional, and principal of Terra 

Cognita of Petaluma.  While all the original 1869 buildings for 

this historic ranch are gone, a ca 1910 barn and landscape 

elements that mark the original homestead are extant, 

providing clues as to how the land was used.  Congratulations to SLT on their procurement of this

stunning property.  More information can be found at:  http://www.sonomalandtrust.org/. 

 

Oregon City Historic Review Program 

Historic Survey & Update  

Continuing our practice of collaboration, Painter 

Preservation & Planning undertook this update of the 

Oregon City Historic Review Program with architectural 

historian Chrisanne Beckner of Olympia.  We updated 86 of 

the city’s existing historic landmarks, surveyed an 

unprecedented 1,750 mostly mid-century properties, 

developed a historic context statement for the mid-century 

Rivercrest subdivision in Oregon City, and assisted with the nominations of two city-owned mid-

century properties, the 1954-55 Oregon City Municipal Elevator and the 1938 McLoughlin 

Promenade.  We also reviewed the City’s historic preservation program and made recommendations 

for future improvements.  Congratulations to Oregon City for the completion of this comprehensive 

update.  Additional information may be found at:  http://www.orcity.org/planning/request-proposal-

historic-survey-0. 

 

NEWS 

Congratulations to Tom King on his most recent publication, A Companion to 

Cultural Resource Management, which includes my chapter entitled "The Historic 

Built Environment: Preservation and Planning."  This chapter presents an outline of 

preservation planning practices in the United States, with a particular focus on the 

west, and discusses topical, current trends in historic and cultural resource 

management. 

You can now follow Painter Preservation & Planning on Facebook, where you can find news  

of west coast preservation events and historic preservation topics of general interest, as well as 

updates on what we're up to:  https://www.facebook.com/#!/preservationplans.  “Like” us! 
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